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Digest of last Councillors' Forum meeting
	Title:


	Councillors' Forum

	Date:


	Thursday 10 June 2021

	Venue:
	Online via Zoom

	
	


Attendance
An attendance list is attached as Appendix A to this note
	Item
	Decisions and actions
	Action


<AI1>

	1  
	Chairman's Welcome
	

	
	Cllr James Jamieson (The Chairman) welcomed members to the meeting and gave a brief reminder best practice in remote meetings.

	


</AI1>

<AI2>

	2  
	Presentation on the Councillor's Climate Workbook
	

	
	The Chairman invited Cllr Liz Green (Chair, IIB Climate Change Working Group) to presentation on the workbook. Liz noted the following points:

· The Workbook was developed by the Climate Change Working Group which was established following the LGA’s declaration of a climate emergency in 2019. 

· Liz emphasised that local government has a vital and leading role to play in tackling climate change. The Workbook provides advice and objectives to elected members at all levels. 

· The COVID pandemic had outlined the importance of publicly accessible open spaces for everyone, particularly important in urban areas with high population densities. 

· Though individual local authority activities account for a small fraction of carbon emissions in a locality, councils have a critical role in providing leadership for local residents and businesses.
· The LGA created specialised Leadership Essentials training which had been delivered to 75 senior officers and members nationwide. Further training was being planned. 

· A Greenhouse Gas accounting tool was being provided by the LGA to all local authorities which provide baseline emissions figures and comparative analysis versus other councils.

· Net-Zero Innovation Programme sought to establish partnerships between councils and universities to drive innovation. 

· Liz noted that the COP15 Biodiversity Conference in October 2021 would be another important chance for learning and engagement. 

· Liz encouraged members to share instances of good practice and innovation with the LGA that could be learnt from and promoted.

The Chairman invited Cllr Izzi Seccombe (Co-Chair) and Cllr Nick Forbes (Co-Chair) to discuss the the Climate Change Task Group:

· Izzi noted that the Task Group crosses the remit of the Improvement & innovation and Economy, Environment, Housing & Transport Boards. 

· The Group has a specific focus on local government’s aims and objectives for COP26 in Glasgow. 

· Ministerial engagement was regular with Alok Sharma MP (President, COP26) and departmental climate change leads.

· Nick emphasised the important leadership role of local government on long term challenges such as climate change as a driver of innovation and opinion change.

In the subsequent discussion, members raised the following points:

· A member outlined the specific challenges facing coastal communities with a range of locally led innovation underway, such as a £2 million project to plant sea grass and create a marine park in the South West. Liz agreed that coastal communities needed careful consideration and noted that local government needs freedom to lead on major projects.

· The Workbook’s appreciation of biodiversity was welcomed. 

· Several examples were raised of public opposition to a range of environmental measures such as reducing grass cutting to improve biodiversity and establishing clean air zones. Nick noted that local leadership was vital in these cases to lead opinion change.
· It was suggested that regional mapping was needed to monitor and display local climate linked projects. Liz asked officers to look into this proposal. 

· A short discussion took place on sustainable investments from the Local Government Pension Scheme funds. It was suggested that given support and freedom to act the collective £300 billion held in LPGS funds could have a significant impact. The Chairman requested a technical response from officers on existing guidance on climate linked investments from LPGS funds.

Chairman summarised the debate. Local authorities have a vital place in delivering place-based leadership on to deliver effective climate change policies in their communities. He thanked members and officers for their work and innovation.
Decision

The members of the Councillor’s Forum noted the presentation.


	


</AI2>

<AI3>

	3  
	Chairman's Update
	

	
	The Chairman presented the update, noting it summarised his activity since the previous meeting. Subject to the planned Stage Four lockdown easing on 21/6/21, the next meeting of the Forum on 22/7/21 would be in a hybrid format.

Decision

The members of the Councillor’s Forum noted the report.


	


</AI3>

<AI4>

	4  
	LGA Board Chair Reports
	

	
	The Chairman invited the following Board Chair’s to discuss their written reports;

a. City Regions Board – Cllr Sir Richard Leese CBE

In his update Sir Richard noted the following points:

· Concerns were expressed on the progress of work around devolution with continued poor communications from the Government to local authorities. 

· Richard also noted that the Levelling Up Fund was taking a Parliamentary constituency-based approach rather than one focused on communities & local authority boundaries. He emphasised it was important to support the effective work taking place at a local level. He also outlined concerns with the centralised bidding processes on UKSPF trial.
Decision

The members of the Councillor’s Forum noted the report.

b. Culture, Tourism & Sport Board – Cllr Gerald Vernon-Jackson CBE

In his update Gerald noted the following points:

· The Board had been considering post-pandemic planning for large events with Sports England and the Arts Council. 

· Gerald expressed concerns that the end of the Furlough Scheme would have a major impact on arts, hospitality and leisure facilities. He felt the risk of closure was facing many venues was very high.

· A meeting had been organised with the Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media & Sport (Oliver Dowden MP) to discuss the relationship with local government.

Decision

The members of the Councillor’s Forum noted the report.

c. Improvement & Innovation Board – Cllr Peter Fleming

In his update Peter noted the following points:

· Noted the agreement of the Improvement Grant for 2021/22. 

· Welcomed the work of LGA officers and members on delivering more than 300 peer improvement programmes. 

· Urged members to attend the cyber security webinar on 16/6/21.

In response to the update, a view was expressed on the importance of raising awareness among local authorities of effective cyber security arrangements given the emergent global risks.

Decision

The members of the Councillor’s Forum noted the report.

d. Resources Board – Cllr Sharon Taylor OBE

In her update Sharon noted the following points:


· Recorded thanks to Richard Watts as the previous Chair of the Resources Board for his work on behalf of the LGA and the local government sector. 

· Major areas of work for 2021/22 included the 2021/22 Spending Review and Busines Rates. 

· On Workforce the 2021/22 Local Government Pay negotiations were underway. 

· The Environmental Health  and Social Work Together programmes had provided a key recruitment resource for member authorities. 

· A new Exit Payment consultation was expected from the Government in coming months.

· Cllr Nick Chard (Kent County Council) gave a brief update on Fire Pay negotiations with a 1.5% offer accepted by the Unions. 
Decision

The members of the Councillor’s Forum noted the report.

e. Safer & Stronger Communities Board – Cllr Nesil Caliskan

In her update Nesil noted the following points:

· Evidence had been presented to the House of Commons committee on the Police, Crime, Sentencing & Courts Bill, calling for a public health focus on tackling the causes of crime. 

· The Board had engaged with the Unauthorised Encampments & Offensive Weapons review.

· Evidence had been given to the APPG on Domestic Abuse following the passage of the Domestic Abuse Act. 

· The Fire Commission held a special meeting to discuss the White Paper to pass fire governance to Police & Crime Commissioners. 

In the subsequent discussion members raised the following points:

· A view was expressed on the benefits of combining the role of Fire Authorities with Police & Crime Commissioners in the delivery of blue light services. 

· An update on coterminosity on fire services where local authority and PCC boundaries do not match exactly. Nesil explained that this was still under review. 

· A question was raised on the protection of women and girls in public spaces and progress on work with the Police. Nesil explained that the LGA made specific asks on culture change to deliver greater protections. 

· Concerns were noted on the OFSTED report into sexual harassment and sexualisation of girls in schools. It was suggested that the LGA could have an important input to this discussion across a range of Boards. Nesil agreed that the LGA should have input to this matter and suggested it could link into other work on exploitation and human trafficking. 
Decision

The members of the Councillor’s Forum noted the report.

f. Children & Young People Board – Cllr Antoinette Bramble

In her update Antoinette noted the following points:

· Recorded thanks to Baroness Blake as the previous Chair of the Children & Young People Board for her work on behalf of the LGA and the local government sector. 

· The Board has been considering new priorities for the 2021/22 meeting cycle and diversifying the National Curriculum. It also heard from Dame Rachel De Souza (Children’s Commissioner for England) on The Big Ask survey of children’s feelings about potential barriers to the future outcomes. 

· Noted that the Lead Members from the Children & Young People and Community Wellbeing Boards would be meeting with Andrea Leadsom MP on Early Years Healthy Development Review.
Decision

The members of the Councillor’s Forum noted the report.


	


</AI4>

<AI5>

	5  
	Digest of the last meeting held on 11th March 2021
 
	

	
	Decision
The digest of the meeting on 11th March 2021 was accepted as accurate.

	


</AI14><TRAILER_SECTION>Appendix A -Attendance 
	Position/Role
	Councillor
	Authority

	
	
	

	Chairman
	 Cllr James Jamieson
	Central Bedfordshire Council


	Vice-Chairman
	 Cllr Izzi Seccombe OBE
	Warwickshire County Council

	
	Cllr Howard Sykes MBE
	Oldham Metropolitan Borough Council

	
	Cllr Marianne Overton MBE
	North Kesteven District Council


	Members
	 Cllr Louise Gittins
	Cheshire West and Chester Council

	
	Cllr Robert Alden
	Birmingham City Council

	
	Cllr John Fuller OBE
	South Norfolk District Council

	
	Cllr Teresa O'Neill OBE
	Bexley Council

	
	Cllr Philip Atkins OBE
	Staffordshire County Council

	
	Cllr Kevin Bentley
	Essex County Council

	
	Cllr Morris Bright MBE
	Hertsmere Borough Council

	
	Cllr Nick Chard
	Kent County Council

	
	Cllr Steve Count
	Cambridgeshire County Council

	
	Cllr Peter Fleming OBE
	Sevenoaks District Council

	
	Cllr Peter Golds CBE
	Tower Hamlets Council

	
	Cllr John Hart
	Devon County Council

	
	Cllr Teresa Heritage
	Hertfordshire County Council

	
	Cllr Rory Love OBE
	Kent County Council

	
	Cllr Paul Middlebrough
	Worcestershire County Council

	
	Cllr William Nunn
	Breckland Council

	
	Cllr Tim Oliver
	Surrey County Council

	
	Cllr Roger Phillips
	Herefordshire Council

	
	Lord Gary Porter CBE
	South Holland District Council

	
	Cllr David Renard
	Swindon Borough Council

	
	Cllr Linda Robinson
	Wychavon District Council

	
	Cllr Glen Sanderson JP
	Northumberland Council

	
	Cllr Linda Taylor
	Cornwall Council

	
	Cllr Michael Wilcox
	Lichfield District Council

	
	Cllr Katrina Wood
	Buckinghamshire Council

	
	Cllr Nick Forbes CBE
	Newcastle upon Tyne City Council

	
	Cllr Nesil Caliskan
	Enfield Council

	
	Cllr Judi Billing MBE
	Hertfordshire County Council

	
	Cllr Anntoinette Bramble
	Hackney London Borough Council

	
	Cllr Amy Cross
	Blackpool Council

	
	Cllr James Dawson
	Erewash Borough Council

	
	Cllr Tudor Evans OBE
	Plymouth City Council

	
	Cllr Paulette Hamilton
	Birmingham City Council

	
	Cllr Richard Henry
	Stevenage Borough Council

	
	Cllr Susan Hinchcliffe
	Bradford Metropolitan District Council

	
	Cllr Simon Henig CBE
	Durham County Council

	
	Cllr Helen Holland
	Bristol City Council

	
	Sir Stephen Houghton CBE
	Barnsley Metropolitan Borough Council

	
	Cllr Anthony Hunt
	Torfaen County Borough Council

	
	Sir Richard Leese CBE
	Manchester City Council

	
	Cllr John Merry CBE
	Salford City Council

	
	Cllr Dhanisha Patel
	Bridgend County Borough Council

	
	Cllr Oliver Ryan
	Tameside Metropolitan Borough Council

	
	Cllr Shama Tatler
	Brent Council

	
	Cllr Sharon Taylor OBE
	Stevenage Borough Council

	
	Cllr Leigh Redman
	Somerset County Council

	
	Cllr Darren Rodwell
	Barking and Dagenham London Borough Council

	
	Cllr Andrew Western
	Trafford Metropolitan Borough Council

	
	Cllr Alan Rhodes
	Bassetlaw District Council

	
	Cllr Liz Green
	Kingston upon Thames Royal Borough Council

	
	Cllr Heather Kidd
	Shropshire Council

	
	Cllr Adele Morris
	Southwark Council

	
	Cllr Gerald Vernon-Jackson CBE
	Portsmouth City Council

	
	Cllr Sue Baxter
	Bromsgrove District Council

	
	Cllr Colin Mann
	Caerphilly County Borough Council

	
	Cllr Sarah Rouse
	Malvern Hills District Council

	
	Cllr Paul Woodhead
	Cannock Chase District Council

	
	Cllr David Fothergill
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